Biological Condition of the Ring and Stitt Rivers: Survey of aquatic biota, Spring 2010 and Autumn 2011 [Report to MMG, Rosebery] by Davies, PE et al.
 
Biological Condition of the Ring and 
Stitt Rivers: 
Survey of aquatic biota, Spring 2010 
and Autumn 2011. 
 
Report to MMG, Rosebery 
 
PE Davies, LSJ Cook and T Sloane 
June 2011 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Freshwater 
 Systems 
Aquatic Environmental Consulting Service f   fs  
Ring and Stitt Rivers: Biological Condition, 2010/11 1 
 
Table of Contents 
 
 
1. Introduction and Aims       2 
 
2. Methods         3 
2.1 Field sampling        3 
2.2 Data analysis        4 
 
3. Results         8 
3.1 Reference sites        8 
3.2 Ring River – Macroinvertebrates      8 
3.3 Ring River – Fish        9 
3.4 Ring River – Habitat conditions      10 
3.5 Stitt River – Macroinvertebrates      21 
3.6 Stitt River – Habitat conditions      22 
3.7 Stitt River – Fish        22 
3.8 Ring and Stitt macroinvertebrates - multivariate assessment  27 
 
4. Overall Condition of the Ring and Stitt Rivers    31 
4.1 Ring River        31 
4.2 Stitt River         31 
 
5. Conclusions        31 
 
6. References         32 
Ring and Stitt Rivers: Biological Condition, 2010/11 2 
Biological Condition of the Ring and Stitt Rivers: 
Survey of aquatic biota, 2010/11. 
 
Peter E Davies, Laurie Cook and Tom Sloane 
Freshwater Systems 
Sandy Bay Tasmania 7005 
 
 
1. Introduction and Aims 
This report describes the results of surveys conducted in 2010/11 in the Ring and Stitt 
Rivers, comprised of one spring 2010 and one autumn 2011 seasonal sampling event for 
macroinvertebrates and fish. 
 
This report forms part of what is now a routine biomonitoring exercise for the Ring and 
Stitt catchments. Surveys under this program have been previously reported for autumn 
and spring 2005/06, 2006/07, 2007/08, 2008/09 and 2009/10 (Davies et al. 2005a, b; 
2006a, b; 2007; 2008, 2009, 2010). These had been preceded by a detailed survey 
conducted in 2003/04 (Davies et al. 2004). 
